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Vaclav Veit (1806 - 1864) was a Bohemian composer who, despite 
showing precocious musical talent and studying the organ and piano from 
an early age, was a professional musician for only short periods of his life. 
He studied philosophy and law at Prague, paying for his studies by giving 
private piano lessons and working as a copyist. Even after taking a post in 
1831 as clerk in the Prague magistrates court he continued to be in demand 
as a piano teacher. In 1841 he became musical director in Aachen but soon 
resigned and returned to the legal profession. As a composer he was one of 
the pioneers of romanticism in Czech music, modelling his style on 
Schumann and Mendelssohn. In his favourite medium, chamber music, he 
was influenced by Onslow and Spohr. He wrote five string quintets, this, 
the last of them, in 1 85 1 . 



The original from which this edition is taken is from the Frank A Hawkins 
Chamber Music Library belonging to the South Place Concerts Society, 
We acknowledge with gratitude the co-operation of the Society's Librarian, 
Mr. Martin Lincé in making it available for copying. 




